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By  Consul  General  George  H.  Marpliy,  Cape  ToTrn. 

In  considering  the  industrial  possibilities  of  the  Union  of  South 
Africa  and  the  opportunities  which  this  country  offers  for  trade 
extension,  several  important  points  must  always  be  borne  clearly  in 
mind.  The  first  of  these  is  that,  in  spite  of  its  large  area  of  nearly 
half  a  million  square  miles,  the  British  South  African  market  is  a 
relatively  small  one,  the  total  white  population  of  the  country  being 
only  1,360,000,  or  less  than  that  of  the  single  American  city  of 
Philadelphia.  In  addition  there  is  a  native  and  colored  population 
of  about  4,500,000,  but  only  300,000  of  these  are  classed  as  civilized. 
i  The  needs  and  purchasing  poAver  of  the  uncivilized  natives  are  so 
lunited  that,  for  economic  purposes,  one  white  inhabitant  is  usually 
estimated  as  the  equivalent  of  from  three  to  five  natives.  Conse- 
quently the  total  population  to  be  considered  commercially  is  about 
3,000,000,  or  approximately  that  of  the  city  of  Chicago. 

Manufactured  Articles  Must  Be  Imported. 

The  needs  of  this  market  are  increased  by  the  fact  that  South 
Africa  is  neither  an  entirely  self-supporting  country  from  an  agri- 
cultural point  of  view,  nor  a  manufacturing  country.  It  is  at  present 
preeminently  a  mining  country  like  Mexico,  approximately  GO  per 
cent  of  its  income  being  produced  by  the  gold,  diamond,  and  coal 
mines.  These  mines  require  annually  large  quantities  of  supplies  of 
various  sorts,  only  a  portion  of  which  is  of  domestic  production. 
Other  industries,  with  the  exception  of  the  dynamite  factories,  are 
of  minor  importance.  For  this  reason  most  of  the  manufactured 
articles  needed  must  be  imported. 

Large  sections  of  the  country  require  irrigation,  for  which  suffi- 
cient provision  has  not  yet  been  made ;  and  droughts  add  materially 
to  the  unreliability  of  the  agricultural  situation. 

Owing  to  foreign  competition  and  to  changes  of  fashion  the  ostrich- 
feather  industry  was  already  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition  even  be- 
fore the  outbreak  of  war  lessened  the  demand  for  luxuries  through- 
out a  large  part  of  the  world. 
Diamond  Mines  Closed — Gold  Exports  Cease. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  war  the  diamond  mines  have  been 
closed  and  the  exportation  of  gold  has  ceased,  the  gold  produced 
being  accumulated  in  the  banks  under  Government  control.  This 
interruption  of  the  principal  business  of  the  country,  added  to  a  rise 
in  freight  and  insurance  rates  and  to  questions  of  contraband,  pro- 
hibited exportations,  etc.,  has  been  influential  in  a  rapid  development 
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of  abnormal  conditions  which  have  not  only  adversely  influenced 
import  and  export  trade,  but  have  also  reduced  the  revenues  of  the 
(jrovernment  and  thus  incieased  the  necessity  for  national  economy. 
l\Ioreover,  individual  economy  naturally  follows  the  introduction  of 
uncertain  conditions.  When  large  numbers  of  wage  earners  are 
placed  under  arms  it  usuall}''  becomes  necessary  for  their  families  to 
reduce  outlays  to  a  minimum  at  once.  For  patriotic  reasons  also 
luxuries  are  to  a  large  extent  abandoned. 

Cost  of  Living  Eaised — British  Influence  in  Market. 

Insurrection,  as  well  as  foreign  war,  has  largely  increased  the 
temporary  depression  in  this  market.  They  have  together  also  neces- 
sitated increased  taxation,  and  thus  still  further  raised  the  already 
high  cost  of  living. 

Great  Britain  has  already  secured  practical  control  of  both  the 
import  and  the  export  trade  of  South  Africa,  and  strong  patriotic 
eli'orts  are  being  made  here  to  add  to  Great  Britain's  business  as 
large  a  percentage  as  possible  of  what  was  formerly  supplied  and 
taken  by  a  belligerent  nation.  Of  the  entire  imports  of  the  Union  of 
South  Africa,  Great  Britain  supplies  about  65  per  cent.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  takes  approximately  85  per  cent  of  the  exports  from 
this  country. 

Heretofore  the  United  States  and  Germany  have  each  supplied 
about  9  per  cent  of  the  imports,  and  have  taken,  respectively,  1  per 
cent  and  3^  per  cent  of  the  exports.  These  export  figures  are  mis- 
leading, in  that  they  are  more  statistical  than  actual,  much  indirect 
business  of  both  the  United  States  and  Germany  being  included  in 
the  British  totals,  as  by  far  the  largest  items  of  export  are  gold  and 
diamonds,  and  as  many  purchases  of  imports  are  made  from  the 
United  States  and  Germany  through  London  houses. 
Possible  Means  of  Building  American  Trade. 

Still  it  is  evident  that  British  influence  is  predominant  in  this 
market.  It  is  therefore  probable  that  only  such  strong  American 
firms  as  are  prepared  to  send  their  personal  representatives  here  to 
slowly  and  securely  build  up  trade  in  articles  for  which  there  is  a 
real  and  constant  demand  can  expect  to  benefit  materially  from  the 
readjustment  of  this  small  market,  under  conditions  depending  upon 
the  outcome  of  the  war  and  influenced  by  new  legislation  and  treaties 
following  the  return  of  peace  and  prosperity. 

Declared  Exports  to  tlie  United  States. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  exports  from  the  consular  dis- 
trict of  Cape  Town  to  the  United  States  for  the  years  1913  and  19U. 
according  to  invoices  certified  to  the  American  consulate: 


Articles. 


Aloes 

Argol  

Biichu  leaves 

Calabash  bowls... 

Diamond-! 

Feathers,  ostrich  . 

Fruit,  fresh 

Goatskins 

Uides 

Horses  and  cattle 


'l.L'O'J 
0;i,('i()3 
3(3,217 


2.i.7;M 


10,901 


S-l,  7.-3 
3,229 

5i,2i;2 

2o,!>S4 

,s,.im 

44,-'iS3 
7,G4S 

10.124 
5,454 


Articles. 


Kaffir  corn  (millet) . . 
Lobster,  Cape  Spiny 

Sheep  casings 

Sl'.ccpskins." 

Tobacco 

V\'ool  (in  the  grease) 
AlloUicr 


Total 


1913 


S35,035 

305  ."766" 

1S,03S 

791 

2,620 


1914 


$2, 683 
16,594 

1,948 
161,942 

1,329 
02,369 

1,583 


842, S30         409,823 
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Exports  Affected  by  Several  Developments. 

Several  causes  have  contributed  to  a  lessening  of  the  exports  of 
South  African  produce  within  the  year  1914.  The  slump  in  the 
demand  for  ostrich  feathers,  vrhich  began  late  in  the  year  1913,  the 
interference  witli  the  normal  production  of  the  mines,  and  the  subse- 
quent cutting  off  of  markets,  together  with  the  prohibition  of  the 
export  of  certain  articles,  all  combined  to  reduce  the  total  export 
figures  of  the  year  ending  December  31,  1913,  by  40  per  cent  during 
the  year  ending  December  31,  1914. 

The  total  exports  from  British  South  Africa  for  the  years  1913 
and  1914  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


1913 


South  African  produce 

Imported  goods  reexported  through  parcel  post 

In  bond  and  duty  paid 

Gold,  raw  (in  transit) 

Specie 

Total 


$330,452,320 

$197,922,278 

325, 223 

248, 6!- 3 

4,781,745 

4,S67,0-;6 

107,136 

178  390 

185,096 

763,5^9 

335,856,986 

203,979,933 

Produce  Shipped  from  the  Various  Ports. 

The   value  of  South  African  produce  shipped  from  the  various 
ports  in  1913  and  1914  was  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1913 

1914 

Articles. 

1913 

1914 

Via  Cape  To-«ti: 

$58, 494, 177 

190.338,344 

7,975,040 

21,636,603 

12,520,726 

6,635,144 

1,670,465 

6,085,308 

1,022 

18, 9S8, C56 

$26,837,667 
108,075,090 
7,2,39,562 
15,119,539 
9,628,356 
3,041,023 
2,025,008 

2,309,666 

Delagoa  Bay  (Lourenco 

$3,339,983 

547,856 

152,827 

1,373,458 

650, 3S4 

$4,245,832 

Gold 

Beira: 

Gold,  raw 

Other          

329  763 

Via  Port  Elizabeth 

Via  East  London 

Via  Mossel  Bay 

Gold,  concentrates.. 
Other 

Feira  (on  the  Zambesi) 
and  overland 

102,921 

1,916,778 

Via  other  Cape  ports . . . 
Via  Natal  (Durban): 
Gold,  raw 

545,442 

Total 

330,452,320 

197,922,278 

Other 

16,505,031 

Value  of  Principal  Exports. 

A  comparison  of  the  values  of  a  number  of  the  chief  articles  pro- 
duced in  South  Africa  and  exported  therefrom  during  the  years  1913 
and  1914  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


Aloes 

Animals,  living 

Argol 

Asbestos,  raw 

Bark  (wattle) 

Blastin.e;  compounds. . . 

Buehu  leaves 

Coal 

Copper  ore  and  regulus 
Diamonds: 

Produce  of  the 
Union 

Produce   of   South 

Rhodesia 

Feathers  .ostrich 

Food  and  drink: 

Maize 

Maize  meal , 

Oats 


1913 


$38,947 

326,824 

21,924 

85,840 

1,505,349 

178,017 

156, 074 

6,768,8.54 

2, 440, 105 


58,478,419 

15, 757 
14,373,631 

492.085 
162, 694 
62, 987 


1914 


$40. 499 

319,911 

12,548 

102,04'j 

1,393,761 

110,217 

134,111 

6,107,700 

3,856,161 


26,828,020 

9, 048 
6, 534, 332 

2,654,393 
102, 824 
1G5, 271 


Articles. 


Food  and  drink — Contd. 

Flour,  wheatcn 

Flour,  w  neat  on, 
ground  in  bond 
from  imported 

wheat 

Fish,  dried  and  pre- 
served  

Fruit,  fresh 

Sugar  products 

Glycerin 

Gold   concentration   or 

slag 

Gold,  raw: 

Produce    of    the 

Union 

Produce   of    South 

Rhodesia 

Ilair,  angora 


1913 


$16. 307 


161,840 

501,410 

262, 849 

74, 729 

189,915 

190, 508 


182, 928, 810 

14,050,563 
4, 264, 295 


4,151 


SO,  964 

527, 845 

46S, 279 

70, 131 

48, 744 

108,917 


99,977,210 

10,616,274 
4,059,755 
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Arlic'.cs. 

1913 

]C'14 

Articles. 

1913 

1914 

Hi'dci:  and  skins: 

Hides,  o>;  and  cow. . 

S3,f'18,820 

l.i.'^O,  l?-2 

27,29(; 

4,3;o,.32y 

81, 1.V3 
i97,081 

688,  ,580 

210,61.5 

1,!'54,340 

$2,600,793 

1,315,488 

12,890 

3,67.5,424 

40,089 

104, 948 

f57,365 

71,474 

2, 228,  492 

Tobacconist  wares  (cala- 
bashes)   

£44,144 

41,852 

23, 51.5 
1,313,024 

26, 497,  7(56 
1,459,304 

J33,23S 

Skins,  f'oat 

Whale  residue  (except 
oil) 

Skins,  seal           .  . . 

44,027 

Skins,  s)ic«p 

Horns,  ox  and  cow 

Oil,  whale 

Wool: 

\\ashcd 

Scoured 

46,596 
1,596,567 

Ores  and  minerals  (ex- 
cept copper): 

In  the  prease  (un- 
washed)   

18,982,542 

Chrome  (iron) 

All  other 

1,811,928 

Total 

Tin.  ....... 

330, 452, 320 

197, 922, 278 

Total  Imports  Into  British  South  Africa. 

Independently  of  the  dislocation  of  trade  occasioned  by  the  war 
in  Europe,  it  was  not  anticipated  by  the  chambers  of  commerce  that 
the  same  prosperous  conditions  that  marked  the  year  1013  could  be 
expected  to  continue  through  1914,  The  fact  that  the  total  imports 
into  British  South  Africa  fell  oif  only  15  per  cent,  as  the  combined 
result  of  the  drought  extending  through  1912  and  1913,  the  labor 
disturbances,  and  the  Avar  in  Europe  is  convincing  evidence  of  the 
stability  of  trade  in  this  country. 

The  total  imports  into  British  South  Africa  for  1913  and  1914, 
grouped  according  to  the  various  countries  of  origin,  were  as  follows: 


Countries. 

1913 

1014 

Countries. 

1913 

1914 

United  Kingdom 

other    British    posses- 
.'^ions 

5107,751,556 

22,892,005 
17,150,850 

18,377,398 
30,210,333 

JS0,630,109 

19,256,147 
11,038,984 

15,120,  :79 
23,283,480 

Articles  for  South  Afri- 
can Government 

Specie 

?16, 278,953 

4, '''^4. 901 

107,130 

819,732,280 

5,102,569 

178,392 

Total 

217,253,262 

184, -348, 246 

other  foreign  countries. 

Merchandise  Entering  by  Various  Ports. 

The  following  figures  show  the  value  of  merchandise  entering  Brit- 
ish South  Africa  by  the  various  ports,  exclusive  of  Government  sup- 
plies, specie,  and  gold  in  transit: 


Torts. 


(regular 


Cope     Town 

Irei.i^ht) 

Cajic  Town  (parcel  post) 
I'ort  Elizabeth 
ICast  London. . 

Mosse!  Bay |     2, 012,  .=.56 

other  Union  ports |  £81,054 


1913 


1537,?94,444 

3,558,224 
45,822,934 
10,477,083 


1914 


131,021,504 
3, 672, 893 
37,322,931 

15,348,014 

1,758,947 

590,010 


Ports. 


Port  Natal  (Durban)... 

DelagoaBay 

Beira ". 

Feira  and  overland 


Total. 


1913 


554,533,101 

22,035,3.85 

8,607,919 

S58, S40 


19J,  C82, 200 


1914 


S44, 0,54, 677 

17,406,072 

0,582,014 

1,070,684 


159,  .335, 003 


Principal  Imports  from  United  States. 

The  values  of  the  principal  imports  from  the  United  States  in  1913, 
the  latest  year  that  business  was  normal,  w"cre  as  follows: 


Articles. 

Va'.uo. 

Articles. 

VaUio. 

Mol  or  cars 

Jl, 455,231 
797, .;  10 
028. 8,5i) 
.'07,705 
.-;30, 800 
405,258 
305,770 
355,201 
2.55,910 
2-14,0.50 
242,790 
2.10.318 
218,574 

{200  5  7; J 

ParalFin  oil 

I.ubricatiu''  oils 

196,967 
179  467 

M Ining  machinery 

Boots  and  shoes 

Implements  and  tools 

Furniture 

177  267 

AVa.x  paraffin 

Waler-boring  ni.ach.ir.cry 

jr.]    q^O 

Motor  spirits 

13**'  601 

Lumber 

Statio)ierv   

128  320 

Fencing  wire 

127  361 

Wii'drnills 

Lard .' 

126  .  47 

Apriculiural  machinery 

120  081 

Vehicles  and  tramears 

113  020 

Hardware 

108  153 

Electrical  machinery 

102,114 
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Values  of  the  Principal  Imports. 

The  values  of  the  principal  imports  in  general  for  the  years  1913 
and  1914  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


Animals,  living:  Mules  . . . 

Antifriction  grease 

Apparel,  etc 

Anns   and  ammunition: 

Detonators  and  fuse 

Bags  (not  leallier): 

Coal,   flour,  grain,  or 

wool 

All  other,  not  paper.. 

Paper 

Brush  ware 

Cotton  manufactures: 

Piece  goods 

Blankets,   rugs,   and 

sheeting 

Shawls 

Hosiery  (undercloth- 
ing)  

other  manufactures  . 
Drugs,    chemicals,    and 
apotliecary  wars: 
Apotliecary  ware,  all 

kinds 

Calcium  carbide 

Cyanide  of  sodium  . . . 
M  e  d  ic  i  nal  prepara- 
tions   

Electrical  cable  and  wire. 
Electrical  fittings,  includ- 
ing posts 

Enamel  ware 

Food  and  drink 

Furniture: 

Bedsteads 

School  furniture 

All   other,  including 

parts 

Glass:  Bottles  and  jars, 

empty 

Glycerine    for   manufac- 
tures  

Haberdashery  and  milli- 
nery   

Hardware: 

Fencing  material- 
Wire  

Standards 

All  other 

Tools 

Wire  rope 

Hardware,  etc.,  n.  o.  d. 
Implements,  agricultural. 
Iron  and  steel  manufac- 
tures   (e.xcept   ma- 
chinery): 
Pipes,  piping,  and  fit- 
tings   

Plate  and  sheet— 

Plain 

Galvanized,  not 

corrugated 

Galvanized    and 

corrugated 

Leather  goods: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Saddlery  and  harness. 


5333,282 

231,173 

13,404,244 

825, 72S 


2,159.241 
305,757 
198,500 
303,470 

8, 709, 229 

1, 708, 704 
391,242 

3,499,032 
1,780,350 


751,250 

2.30,955 

2,101,544 

614,800 
1,260,930 

1,385.882 

337, 131 

38, 104, 441 

396.483 
112,250 

2,744,935 

70S, 003 

2, 739, 907 

6, 462, 434 


1,595,457 

1,028,082 

3.5S,  4(51 

444, 165 

595. 407 

3, 366, 688 

2,074,784 


2,073,202 
394,678 
507, 868 

2, 150, 053 

6,118,514 
343,925 


$100, 133 

231,757 

11,325,103 

741,290 


2,283,619 
286.3115 
178,119 
251,802 

7,642,332 

1,484,501 
284, 739 

3.396,782 
1,662,107 


735,191 

2()6, 134 

2, 098, 892 

,';.24,S42 
066,677 

1,183,201 

22J,433 

30, 034, 101 

314  092 
100, 026 

1,254,406 

r05, 741 

2,100,970 

5,2S9,SS5 


1,092,466 
496, 261 
247,  768 
347, 735 
51 7,  .581 
2,  495,  809 
1,008,192 


1,653,638 
289, 834 
295,367 

1,410,750 

5,508,123 
208, 111 


Articles. 


Leather  goods — Contd. 

Manufactures  of,n.o.d. 

Unmanufactured 

leatiier 

Machinery  (except  loco- 
motives and  parts  there- 
of): 

Agricultural 

Electrical 

Manufacturing 

Mining 

■Water-boring 

Windmills 

All  other 

Musical  instruments 

Oils: 

Cottonseed 

Essential  and  per- 
fumed  .' 

Linseed 

Lubricating 

Mmeral  (not  paraliin). 

Paraffin 

Paints  and  painters'  goods: 

Turpentine 

Varnish 

Railway  material: 

Rails 

Sleepers 

Locomotives 

Rolling  stock 

Other,  n.  e.s 

Typewriters  and  accesso- 
ries  

Tallow  and  grease 

Toys  and  fancy  goods 

Vehicles: 

Bicycles  and  tricycles. 

Carts,  carriages,  and 
parts 

Motor  cars  and  parts. . 

Motor    bicycles    and 

parts 

Wax,  paraffin,  and  stear- 

ino 

Wood  and  timber: 

Unmanufactured 

Flooring  and  ceiling.. 

Other,     planed    and 
grooved  

Handlesfor  picks, etc. 

Houses,    frames  and 
parts 

Staves  

Boxes,  empty 

Woolen  manufactures: 

Cloth  and  piece  goods. 

Blankets  and  rugs 

Shawls 

Hosiery 

Other 

All  other  merchandise 

Total 


S627, 521 
1,045,130 


1, 100, 

2,410 

1,549 

5,027 

181 

403 

5,072 

882 

169^ 

112 

218 

770 

1,180 

1,401 

85 
159 

979 
434 

419 
560 
298 

175 
534 
616 

1,149 

217 
5,392 

1,094 

1,472 

3,. 548 
1,302 


419 
70 
462 

1,669 

1,425 

305 

434 

114 

37,682 


196,382,200 


S402, 479 
792, 845 


5,53,. 520 

2, 195, 4S7 

1,559,134 

4, 244, 182 

95,  3S8 

340,670 
3, 756, 665 

566, 843 

99, 473 

89, 091 

193,  745 

789, 794 

1,244,763 

1,343,144 

73, 844 
109,623 

530,020 
302, 176 
109,667 
715,303 
239,007 

122,810 
431,250 
439,941 

7G0. 7.5S 

140.715 
3,717,733 

813, 12S 

774,381 

2,628.148 
735,; 07 

93, 473 
79,975 

316  313 
47. 896 
415,360 

1,397,  .543 

1,146,4;)9 

252, 481 

453,280 

72, 102 

32,371,081 


159,335,003 


JOHANNESBURG. 

By  Consul  E^dfrin.  X.  Gnusanlns. 

Taking  the  Union  of  South  Africa  as  a  whole,  the  trade  of  1014 
has  been  disappointing  as  compared  vv^ith  the  past  seven  o"  eight 
years  of  successive  increases  in  both  imports  and  exports  whic]i  h'.ve 
marked  the  country's  steady  progress  along  commercial  and  mdiis- 
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trial  lines,  and  this  consular  district,  which  possesses  the  country's 
biggest  industrial  and  financial  asset,  the  gold-mining  industry  (in 
a  sense  the  trade  regulator  of  the  entire  country),  has  felt  the  intiu- 
ence  of  the  year's  diminished  trade. 

Several  definite  causes  have  contributed  to  the  sharp  decline  in 
the  import  and  export  trade  of  tlie  year  under  review,  chief  of  Avhich, 
of  course,  is  the  war,  with  the  resultant  insurrection  in  the  Transvaal 
and  Orange  Free  State,  which  is  directly  responsible,  in  a  large 
measure,  for  the  great  trade  shrinkage  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
year,  while  the  strikes  and  other  labor  difliculties  experienced  in 
1913  and  at  the  l)eginning  of  1914  had  a  pronouncedly  adverse  effect 
upon  trade  and  industrial  conditions  during  the  first  months  of  1914. 

Large  Amount  of  Development  Work  Held  Tip. 

As  an  accompaniment  of  the  railway  and  general  strike  iu  Janu- 
ary, 1914,  the  Witwatersrand  was  placed  under  martial  law,  and, 
although  the  strike  was  declared  ofi'  on  the  23d  of  that  month,  the 
labor  agitation  had  a  depressing  effect  upon  and  put  a  stop  to  a 
large  amount  of  development  Avork  intended  to  be  put  through  by 
the  withdrawal  and  withholding  of  money  for  capitalistic  enter- 
prises until  the  return  of  normal  conditions. 

Just  as  the  country  was  beginning  to  recover  from  this  industrial 
check,  and  when  the  prospects  seemed  bright  for  a  speedy  resump- 
tion of  industrial  and  commercial  activit}^,  the  war  broke  out.  caus- 
ing an  indefinite  postponement  of  mining  schemes  and  development 
projects  previously  planned,  as  well  as  retardment  and  curtailment 
of  much  Government  and  municipal  construction  work. 

The  labor  and  industrial  troubles  and  the  subsequent  war  out- 
break seriously  affected  the  building  trade  in  Johannesburg  and 
other  cities  of  the  district,  which  had  previously  shown  imusual 
activity,  thereby  causing  the  withholding  from  circulation  of  large 
sums  of  money  and  resulting  in  a  marked  decrease  of  puroh.ase  of 
building  material  and  furnishing,  practically  all  of  which  are  im- 
ported. 

Closing  of  Diamond  Mines. 

Another  serious  setback  to  local  and  foreign  trade  was  the  virtual 
closing  down  of  the  entire  diamond-producing  industry  of  tin}  coun- 
try, including  the  Premier  Diamond  Mine  in  the  Transvaal  and  the 
De  Beers  mines  at  Kimberley,  as  w^ell  as  other  producing  properties 
m  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  Free  State.  This  had  the  eli'ect  of 
throwing  out  of  employment  hundreds  of  white  men  and  thousands 
of  native  laborers,  and  also  resulted  in  an  entire  cessation  of  im- 
ports of  mining  materials  and  stores,  of  which  these  mines  were 
large  purchasers. 

While  certain  departments  of  trade  profited  by  furnishing  muni- 
tions and  supplies  to  the  Government  for  the  use  of  troops  during 
the  war  general  trade  suffered  as  a  consequence  of  the  withdrawal 
from  ordinary  life  of  such  large  numbers  of  the  population. 

Business  conditions  were  also  affected  by  restricted  markets  in 
Europe,  the  lack  of  shipping  facilities  for  both  imports  and  exports, 
and  the  inability  to  properly  fill  and  dispatch  over-sea  orders  for 
goods. 
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Gold  Mining  Not  Affected. 

Notwithstanding  the  labor  troubles  experienced  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year  and  the  unsettled  conditions  arising  from  the  Euro- 
pean crisis,  it  is  a  significant  fact  that  the  big  gold  industry  of  the 
Kand,  as  well  as  that  in  Rhodesia,  has  been  practically  unaffected  in 
its  operations  and  output,  a  situation  that  has  exerted  a  powerful 
influence  in  maintaining  a  trade  equilibrium  along  fairly  normal 
lines  in  the  midst  of  other  industrial  and  commercial  upheavals.  The 
Government  receives  10  per  cent  of  the  gross  profits  of  the  gold  mines^ 
a  portion  which  amounts  to  $5,000,000  per  annum. 

The  prompt  and  effective  measures  secured  by  the  Chamber  of 
Mines  through  the  cooperation  of  the  imperial  and  local  govern- 
ments, aided  by  the  local  and  English  banks,  for  the  guarding  of  the 
gold-mining  interests,  especially  as  regards  financing,  were  inllj  set 
forth  in  a  previous  report  publislied  as  a  supplement  to  Cojimerce 
Reports,  January  18,  1915,  and  need  only  to  be  briefly  referred  to 
in  this  report. 

Arrangements  for  disposing  of  Gold  Supply. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  the  usual  weekly  shipments  of  raw  gold 
from  the  mines  of  the  Transvaal  to  London  were  stopped.  The 
important  question  of  the  disposition  of  the  gold  and  of  obtaining 
its  equivalent  in  money  for  the  industry  immediately  arose.  This 
Avas  happily  met  by  an  arrangement  under  v/hich  the  gold  was 
delivered  to  the  larger  of  the  local  banks,  where  it  was  assayed,  and 
schedules  of  the  bars,  with  certificates  of  assay,  w^ere  sent  to  the 
Union  Government,  wdiicli  assumed  responsibility  as  to  the  value, 
the  amount  of  which  wns  cabled  to  the  High  Commissioner  of  the 
Union  in  London.  Under  his  guaranty  the  Bank  of  England  ad- 
vanced to  the  London  offices  of  the  South  African  banks  97  per  cent 
of  the  value  of  the  gold,  which  was  held  by  the  latter  in  the  name  of 
the  Union  Government  to  the  order  of  the  Bank  of  England.  By 
this  method,  although  the  gold  remained  stored  in  Johannesburg 
banks,  the  financing  of  the  mines  w-as  kept  up  to  normal,  both  as 
concerns  working  costs  and  dividends,  thus  enabling  them  to  go 
ahead  as  usual. 
Provision  for  Shipments  of  Mining  Supplies — Year's  Gold  Output. 

Another  matter  of  importance  to  the  gold  mines  w^as  that  relating 
to  supplies,  especially  regarding  the  three  essentials — cyanide,  mer- 
cury, and  zinc.  A  committee  of  the  Chamber  of  Mines,  designated  as 
the  Central  Buying  Committee,  w^as  appointed  and  succeeded,  in  con- 
junction with  a  London  committee,  in  entering  into  large  contracts 
for  the  supply  of  these  articles,  sufficient  quantities  being  insured  to 
supply  the  industry  during  the  years  1914-15,  and  longer,  if  neces- 
sary. 

The  total  gold  output  of  the  Transvaal  for  the  year  1914,  as  com- 
piled by  the  Department  of  Mines  and  Industries  of  the  Union  of 
South  Africa  (statistics  for  the  month  of  January,  1915),  was  8,394,- 
322  fine  ounces,  valued  at  $173,523,885,  as  compared  with  8,798,335 
fine  ounces,  of  a  value  of  $181,875,450,  in  1913.  Of  the  year's  total 
gold  output  of  the  entire  Union  of  South  Africa,  amounting  to 
$173,559,975,  all  but  about  $36,000  in  value  was  the  product  of  tlio 
Transvaal. 
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Witwatersrand  Area  Important. 

Of  the  total  Transvaal  output  the  WitAvatorsrand  area,  tributary 
to  Johannesburg,  was  responsible  for  8,034,389  ounces,  of  the  value 
of  $100,083,512,  the  balance,  $7,41:0,373,  being  the  product  of  the  out- 
side mines  of  the  Province. 

The  year's  tons  of  ore,  milled  bj'^  79  producing  mines  of  the  Trans- 
vaal, numbered  20,079,459.  There  Avcre  in  operation  9,708  stamps 
and  311  tube  mills.  On  December  31,  1914,  there  were  employed  in 
the  gold  mines  of  the  Transvaal  104,050  native  laborers  and  21,834 
white  emploA'ees. 

As  large  gold  areas  are  known  to  exist  in  the  far  east  section  of 
the  Witwatersrand,  practically  all  under  Government  control,  it  is 
certain  that  they  Avill  receive  prompt  attention  upon  a  return  to  nor- 
mal conditions,  if  not  before.  The  opening  of  these  new  fields  will 
not  only  add  considerably  to  the  gold  output  of  the  Eand,  but  will 
greatly  stimxdate  the  imports  of  machinery  and  mining  supplies, 
large  quantities  of  which  will  be  needed  for  the  equipment  of  the 
plants  to  be  constructed. 

The  Diamond  Output — Coal  and  Base  Metals. 

The  output  of  diamonds  for  1914  in  the  Transvaal  was  1,101,204 
carats,  valued  at  $4,948,704,  as  compared  with  2,150,897  carats,  valued 
at  $13,209,305,  in  1913.  The  chief  diamond  producer  of  the  Trans- 
vaal— the  Premier  Diamond  Mine — was  closed  down  immediately 
after  the  outbreak  of  war  in  August.  This  fact,  added  to  the  virtual 
suspension  of  diamond  operations  in  smaller  mines  and  on  the 
alluvial  fields,  accounts  for  the  relativel}^  small  diamond  output. 

The  Transvaal  coal  output  for  the  yenv  1914  was  essentially  the 
same  as  that  of  the  previous  year,  as  gauged  by  the  sales  of  this  prod- 
uct, the  figures  being  5,157,208  tons,  valued  at  pit's  mouth  at  $5,000,- 
105,  in  1914,  and  5,225,030  tons,  valued  at  $5,500,453,  in  1913. 

The  estimated  value  of  the  production  of  copper  ore  in  the  Trans- 
vaal for  the  year  1914  is  $1,040,473,  as  compared  with  $1,007,799  for 
the  preceding  year,  while  an  estimate  of  the  tin-ore  product  of  the 
Transvaal  for  the  past  year  places  the  value  at  $2,082,194,  as  against 
$1,509,095  for  1913,  showing  a  considerable  increase  in  last  year's 
output  of  this  mineral. 
Railway  Construetion  Work. 

The  South  African  Railways  (Government  owned)  suffered  a  big 
loss  in  revenues  during  the  year,  so  that  the  actual  earniiigs  shoAv 
up  badly  in  comparison  with  tliose  of  previous  years.  Practically 
all  of  the  previously  planned  construction  work  and  improvements 
in  this  and  other  districts  of  the  country,  these  including  several 
])rojected  extension  lines  in  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  Free  State, 
were  stojjped.  The  efforts  of  the  raihvay  administration  were  con- 
centrated toward  the  completion  of  the  railway  from  Prieska,  in 
the  Cape  Colony,  to  TTppington,  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Orange 
Eiver,  which  forms  the  boundary  between  the  Union  and  (uM-man 
southwest  territory. 

Natural  Conditions  of  Season  Favor  Agriculture. 

Up  to  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  agricultural  interests  of  the 
district,  Avhich  are  large  and  varied,  had  suffered  considerably  during 
two  seasons  from  severe  droughts  in  numerous  sections,  the  lack  of 


BKITISH   SOUTH   AFEICA JOHANNESBUEG.  9 

rainfall  being  especially  marked  in  the  Orange  Free  State,  Rhodesia, 
and  parts  of  the  Transvaal. 

Notwithstanding  this  fact,  fair  progress  was  made  along  agricul- 
tural lines  until  there  were  disturbances  growing  out  of  the  war. 
These  retarded  and  restricted  farm  operations,  especially  planting 
and  the  cultivation  of  the  crops,  with  the  result  that  the  best  agri- 
cultural season  for  many  years,  so  far  as  rainfall  and  other  natural 
conditions  count,  could  not  be  fully  availed  of.  But  fairly  good 
crops  were  promised,  and  the  mealie  (maize)  product,  upon  which 
the  farmers  depend  to  a  great  degree,  was  expected  to  be  excep- 
tionally large  and  of  excellent  quality. 

Exceptional  Rains  Insure  Abundant  Water  Supply. 

Not  for  many  years  has  there  been  such  a  copious  rainfall  as  dur- 
ing the  past  season.  This  had  the  effect  of  producing  excellent 
pasture  for  stock  and  extraordinary  crops  of  hay  and  forage  for 
winter  use  and  as  a  reserve  for  dry-season  emergencies.  The  excep- 
tional rains  also  replenished  the  rivers,  wells,  springs,  and  artificial 
reservoirs,  thus  insuring  an  abundant  supply  of  water  for  agricul- 
tural and  industrial  purposes  for  some  time  to  come. 

There  is  good  reason  for  believing  that  the  near  future  will  witness 
great  strides  in  the  agricultural  industry  in  South  Africa. 

Postponement  of  Irrigation  Projects. 

In  the  first  installment  of  the  annual  report  from  this  office  for 
the  year  1913,  published  in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for 
October  14,  101-1,  reference  w^as  made  to  several  extensive  irrigation 
projects  to  be  undertaken  by  the  Union  Government,  prominent 
among  wdiich  was  the  Hartebeeste  Reservoir  scheme  in  the  districts 
of  Rustenburg  and  Pretoria,  in  the  Transvaal,  involving  an  expendi- 
ture of  nearly  $3,000,000  and  designed  to  irrigate  37,500  acres  of 
land.  An  indefinite  postponement  of  this  and  the  other  Govern- 
ment irrigation  undertakings  has  been  made  and  there  is  little 
prospect  of  Government  action  on  any  of  these  enterprises  in  the 
near  future. 

According  to  the  report  of  the  auditor  general,  the  sum  of  $905,529 
w^as  advanced  for  irrigation  ventures  in  the  Union  during  the  last 
financial  year,  while  minor  loans  to  irrigation  boards  and  farmers 
totaled  $480,415. 

Likewise  several  other  contemplated  Government  and  municipal 
improvements,  such  as  public  buildings,  road  making  and  repairing, 
etc.,  have  been  given  up  for  the  time  being. 

Financial  and  Commercial  Conditions. 

While  the  trade  returns  for  1914  show  greatly  diminished  imports 
and  exports,  compared  with  the  previous  year,  and  although  certain 
industries,  such  as  the  diamond  mines,  have  temporarily  closed  down, 
the  prompt  action  taken  by  the  Union  Government  at  the  outbreak 
of  war  in  securing  a  loan,  backed  by  the  Imperial  Government,  in 
the  sum  of  $35,000,000,  and  the  soundness  of  the  country,  both  in- 
dustrially and  commercially,  make  the  financial  position  satisfactory. 

The  clearing-house  returns  for  the  three  principal  cities  of  the  dis- 
trict show^  the  following  for  the  year  1914,  as  compared  with  the 
95824°— 6Gb— 15^2 
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previous  year:  Johannesburg  (1914),  $454,568,114  and  (1913)  $545,- 
568,114;  Pretoria  (1914),  $53,306,929  and  (1913)  $65,329,466;  Bloem- 
fontein  (1914),  $13,411,085  and  (1913)  $15,628,846. 

Current  Deposits  of  Banks — Mine  Dividends — Property  Values. 

The  current  deposits  of  the  banks  of  the  Transvaal  for  tlie  year 
just  closed  show  a  marked  increase  over  1913,  these  being  for  the 
10  months  ending  October  31,  1914,  $39,121,082  as  against  $31,892,- 
T92  for  the  12  months  of  1913.  The  fixed  deposits  for  the  same  10 
months  of  1914  amounted  to  $31,356,458,  compared  with  $33,633,780 
for  the  12  months  of  the  previous  year.  The  total  Transvaal  bank 
assets  on  October  31,  1914,  were  $105,133,388. 

The  declared  dividends  of  tlie  Transvaal  gold  mines  for  the  year 
1914  were  onl}''  slightly  under  those  of  the  preceding  year,  being 
$41,835,012  for  1913  and  $41,555,962  for  1914. 

Property  values  in  Johannesburg  for  the  year  are  given  as  follows : 
Land,  $78,972,174;  buildings,  $87,339,075.  The  number  of  in- 
solvencies reported  for  the  year  1914  in  Johaimesburg  is  180. 

Stock  Exchange  Reopened — General  Trade  for  Year. 

The  Johannesburg  Stock  Exchange,  which  closed  immediately 
after  the  declaration  of  war  in  Europe,  foUov.ing  the  action  of  the 
London  and  New  York  stock  exchanges  in  this  respect,  reopened  for 
business  on  January  4  of  the  present  year,  and  business  is  being 
conducted  as  usual. 

Considering  the  deterrent  effects  on  South  African  trade  of  the 
strike  troubles  early  in  the  year  and  the  outbreak  of  war  in  Europe, 
with  its  disturbing  influence  on  this  country,  the  position  of  this 
consular  district,  as  concerns  the  general  trade  for  the  year,  has  not 
been  altogether  unfavorable. 

As  compared  with  the  previous  jeav,  there  was,  of  course,  a  heavy 
decline  in  both  imports  and  exports  and  a  greatly  diminished  trade 
in  nearly  all  lines.  Aside  from  the  curtailing  of  local  purchases, 
for  economical  and  other  reasons,  which  naturally  led  to  a  more  con- 
servative policy  on  the  part  of  merchants  in  placing  orders,  the  rise 
in  shipping  rates,  war-risk  insurance,  and  general  lack  of  shipping 
facilities  all  combined  to  restrict  trade  operations. 

There  was  a  big  decrease  in  imports  of  mining  machinery  and 
other  equipment,  and,  for  various  reasons,  nearly  all  other  lines  of 
trade  suffered  from  a  contracted  market.  Evidence  has  not  been 
lacking,  however,  of  a  recovery  from  the  depression  which  set  in 
after  the  outbreak  of  war,  and  which  more  or  less  affected  practically 
every  branch  of  industry  and  trade  during  the  remainder  of  the 
year. 

Imports  of  flour  and  wheat  showed  substantial  increases  over  the 
preceding  year. 

Shipping  Facilities  Being  Restored  with  ITnited  States. 

Soon  after  the  outbreak  of  war  there  was  a  serious  derangement 
in  shipping  facilities,  both  from  Europe  and  America,  and  while 
there  has  been  some  improvement,  notably  in  cargoes  from  the  United 
States,  which  are  now  being  dispatched  with  much  greater  prompt- 
ness and  regularity  than  a  few  months  ago,  complaints  as  to  delays 
and  irregularities  in  shipments  are  still  frequent. 


BRITISH    SOUTH   AFRICA JOHANKESBUEG.  11 

It  may  be  mentioned  that  several  steamships  dispatched  shortly 
before  the  beginning  of  the  Avar  and  having  large  cargoes  of  Amer- 
ican goods  destined  for  Sovith  African  ports,  much  of  which  was  for 
Johannesburg  importers,  were  either  captured  as  prizes  or  took 
refuge  in  neutral  ports,  causing  considerable  inconvenience  and  loss 
to  the  consignees. 
South  African  Import  and  Export  Trade. 

Complete  statistics  relating  to  the  imports  andexportsof  the  Union 
for  the  year  1914  are  not  yet  available,  notably  those  giving  the 
imports  and  exports  by  countries  of  origin  and  countries  of  destina- 
tion, respectively,  so  that  it  is  not  possible  in  this  report  to  deal 
with  the  year's  trade  as  concerns  supplying  and  receiving  countries. 
However,  a  statement  of  the  quantities  and  values  of  imports  and 
exports  by  articles  has  been  issued  by  the  Department  of  Customs, 
from  which  can  be  gathered  much  information  of  interest  respect- 
ing the  volume  and  value  of  the  over-sea  trade  for  the  3'ear,  as  com- 
pared with  that  of  1913,  the  figures  being  in  both  cases  for  the  12 
months  ended  December  31. 

In  this  statement,  which  is  for  the  Union  of  South  Africa  as  a 
whole,  the  values  of  the  year's  imports  of  merchandise,  not  including 
imports  for  the  Government,  show  a  total  of  $152,431,381,  as  com- 
pared with  $187,488,633  in  1913,  a  falling  off  of  $35,057,249.  The 
imports  for  South  African  Governments  (which  include  goods 
purchased  for  the  Government-owned  South  African  railways) 
amounted  to  $19,023,582,  as  against  $1('.,071,417  for  1913,  showing  an 
increase  of  $3,552,165.  The  grand  total  of  these  imports  is  $177,- 
099,981  for  1914  and  $208,271,974  for  1913,  a  loss  of  $31,171,983. 
Export  Figures  Modified  by  Storing  of  Gold. 

In  the  matter  of  exports  the  value  decrease  for  the  year,  compared 
with  1913,  would  appear  startling  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  most 
of  the  gold  product,  wdiich  ordinarily  constitutes  the  one  big  item  oL' 
export  in  point  of  value,  has  been  kept  stored  in  the  various  banks  here 
since  the  commencement  of  the  w^ar.  But  with  the  elimination  of 
this  item,  which  really  should  not  be  considered  in  the  difference  of 
the  export  values  of  the  two  years,  as  practically  the  full  value  of  the 
gold  is  advanced,  the  same  as  wdien  it  was  sent  in  weekly  shipments 
to  London,  there  still  remains  a  big  shortage  in  exports  compared 
Avith  the  previous  year. 

According  to  the  customs  statistics,  the  total  value  of  the  exports 
of  South  African  produce  from  the  Union  for  the  year  w^as  $187,- 
311,954.  The  1913  exports  of  merchandise  amounted'to  $310,880,366, 
showing  a  decrease  of  $129,568,412.  The  decrease  in  the  gold  export 
alone,  as  explained,  amounted  to  nearly  $83,000,000,  while  diminished 
exports  of  diamonds  accounted  for  $31,452,198. 

The  collapse  of  the  ostrich-feather  market,  heretofore  largely  sup- 
plied by  South  Africa,  Avas  responsible  for  a  falling  off  in  exports  of 
ostrich  feathers  in  the  sum  of  $7,839,298,  Avhile  hides  and  skins, 
wool,  and  angora  hair  contributed  to  another  decrease  of  nearly 
$9,580,000,  as  compared  Avith  these  exports  for  the  previous  j^ear, 
this  latter  decline  being  due  to  the  derangement  of  the  European 
market  and  to  restricted  shipping  facilities. 
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Relief  Obtained  from  Government. 

To  offset  the  hardship  to  producers  of  wool,  hides  and  skins,  and 
angora  hair  resulting  from  the  inabilit}'  to  dispose  of  this  produce 
in  the  foreign  markets,  the  Union  GoAernment  came  to  their  relief 
b}?^  advancing  certain  percentages  of  the  values  of  these  products 
until  such  time  as  their  full  values  could  be  realized. 

These  are  the  principal  articles  of  export  suffering  decreases  which 
affect  this  district,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  there  were  substantial 
increases  in  exports  of  copper  and  tin  ore,  asbestos,  maize,  fresh  fruit, 
and  tobacco. 
Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

Following  is  a  statement  of  the  exports  from  this  district  to  the 
United  States  for  the  years  1913  and  1914,  according  to  invoices 
certified  at  the  American  consulate: 


Articles. 

1913 

1914 

Articles. 

1913 

1014 

$5 

$250 

143 

4 

19,271 

500 

9,890 

Ore— Chrome 

$200,826 

$270,090 
10 

Curios  and  leathers 

Reef  rock  samples     

Drill  steel         

It  ock  drills  and  parts 

207 

170 

4,273 

Vehicles       ..  .        

200 

Total 

2,685 

213, 990 

300, 528 

Decreases  in  Values  of  Imports. 

Returning  to  the  imports  of  merchandise,  decreases  are  found  in 
nearly  every  class  of  goods  brought  into  the  country,  some  of  the 
exceptions  being  corn,  grain,  and  flour,  which  show  an  increase  in 
value  over  the  preceding  year  of  upward  of  $3,G90.000.  Leather  and 
leather  goods  also  show  a  large  increase.  Other  slight  increases  are 
noted  in  imports  of  bags,  confectioner}^,  cottonseed  oil,  lead  and  zinc, 
and  chemicals. 

Among  the  heavy  decreases  in  values  of  the  1914  imports  particu- 
larly affecting  this  district  may  be  mentioned  food-and-drink  articles 
as  a  wdiole,  wheat,  cotton  manufactures,  hardware,  fencing  material, 
galvanized  and  corrugated  iron,  furniture,  glycerin,  mining  and 
agricultural  machinery,  wood  and  timber,  motor  cars  and  parts, 
railway  material,  bolts,  nuts  and  rivets,  agricultural  implements, 
pipes  and  fittings,  canned  and  preserved  meats,  condensed  milk, 
hams  and  bacon,  cutlery,  conveying  hose,  jeAvelry,  boots  and  shoes, 
oils,  paints  and  painters'  goods,  paraffin  wax,  tallow  and  grease, 
drugs  and  medicinal  preparations,  and  electric  cable  and  wire. 
Commerce  and  Industries  of  Rhodesia. 

The  imports  of  merchandise  in  southern  Rhodesia  for  the  year, 
including  Government  stores,  amounted  to  $9,465,758,  as  against 
S^11,G61,885  for  the  yenv  1913.  The  exports  of  Rhodesian  products 
from  this  territory  for  the  year  1914  amounted  to  $13,431,948,  as 
compared  with  $10,045,331  for  the  j-ear  1913,  shoAving  a  decrease  of 
$2,013,383.  This  arose  largely  by  reason  of  the  nonexportation  of 
gold  after  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  the  decrease  in  the  export  of  this 
product  as  comi^arcd  with  the  previous  year  amounting  to  nearly 
three  and  a  half  million  dollars.  Among  the  principal  exports,  out- 
side of  gold,  were  chrome  ore,  co])per,  coal,  and  tobacco. 

The  imports  of  merchandise  into  northern  Rhodesia  for  the  year 
1914  amounted  to  $088,949,  showing  a  decrease  from  the  preceding 
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year  of  $173,598,  while  the  imports  of  Government  stores  decreased 
from  $73,215  in  1913  to  $12,197  in  1911.  Some  of  the  principal  de- 
creases were  in  food-and-ctrink  articles,  agricultural  implements, 
hardware,  machinery,  railway  materials,  vehicles,  and  cotton  and 
woolen  manufactures.  The  exports  for  the  year  totaled  $712,739,  as 
against  $950,222  in  1913,  showing  a  decrease  slightly  in  excess  of 
$200,000. 

The  gold  output  in  southern  Rhodesia  for  the  jenr  1911  shows  a 
material  increase  over  the  gold  production  of  1913,  the  figures  being 
$17,423,130  in  1914  and  $14a28,713  in  1913,  an  increase  of  $3,294,417. 

DURBAN. 

By  Consul  Williijzn  W.  Mfistei-soii. 

Although  the  trade  returns  were  promising  for  the  fir.-t  seven 
months  of  the  3^ear  1914,  the  remaining  five  months  presented  such  a 
retrogression  that  the  totals  show  a  falling  olf  from  the  previous 
\car,  and  the  falling  off  is  on  almost  every  articles  of  commerce,  not 
only  of  the  import  but  of  the  export  trade  as  well,  and  partictdarly 
on  the  imports  of  articles  of  food  and  drink. 

One  of  the  principal  causes  of  this  shrinkage  in  trade  was  the 
steadily  decreasing  number  of  vessels  engaged  in  carrying  commerce 
that  touched  at  this  port  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  and  to 
the  steadily  increasing  rise  in  freight  rates  both  to  and  from  the 
markets  of  Europe  and  America. 

A  second  cause  Avas  the  practical  cessation  of  all  wheat  and  flour 
export  from  Australia  and  Canada  to  South  Africa  and  to  the  re- 
strictions placed  on  the  export  of  wool,  hides,  and  skins  from  South 
Africa  by  Great  Britain  during  the  last  two  months  of  the  j^ear, 

A  third  cause  was  the  immense  falling  off  in  the  export  of  raw 
gold  and  diamonds  through  the  ports  of  Capetown  and  Durban. 

Fourth  was  the  stagnation  in  trade  and  consequent  caution  that 
governed  the  actions  of  merchants,  which  in  a  measure  reacted  upon 
tlie  people  by  creating  a  spirit  of  increased  thrift  and  frugality. 

Fifth  was  the  withdrawal  of  so  many  thousands  of  the  able-bodied 
men  from  the  business  of  the  country  and  their  entrance  into  the 
lighting  force,  which  not  only  crippled  the  trade  but  added  to  the 
number  of  consumers  who  were  not  producers. 

New  Avemles  for  Trade  Opened  Tip — Lumber  Demand. 

Business  is  by  no  means  at  a  standstill.  As  the  trade  with  some 
countries  ceases  altogether  new  avenues  are  opened  up  for  other 
countries.  If  certain  supplies  are  no  longer  procurable,  others  are 
forced  in  as  a  substitute.  It  is  a  fact,  however,  that  no  arrangements 
are  being  made  for  enlarging  lines  of  business,  but  little  budding  is 
being  carried  on,  no  new  business  is  being  opened  up,  and  no  chances 
are  being  taken  along  nnj  lines.  Everyone  seems  to  be  quietly  wait- 
ing for  whatever  may  happen. 

Lumber  is  a  necessary  article  of  import  into  South  Africa,  for  the 
reason  that  none  is  produced  in  the  country,  and  all  used  in  building 
is  imported,  most  of  it  coming  from  Norway  and  Sweden,  with 
America  making  a  poor  third.  For  the  year  1913  under  the  item 
of  unmanufactured  wood  and  timber  there  was  imported  through 
the  port  of  Durban  4,248,100  feet  of  timber,  the  greater  portion  com- 
ing from  Norway  and  Sweden,  while  for  the  year  1914  there  was 
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imported  unmanufactured  timlier  only  to  the  amount  of  2,502,799 
feet,  a  fallino-  off  of  almost  one-half.  If  this  decrease  is  OAving  to 
the  Hxe  months  of  the  war  during  1914.  it  will  show  a  much  greater 
decrease  during  the  year  1915,  even  if  the  war  is  not  protracted  be- 
yond the  first  ii\'e  months  of  the  year. 
Total  Import  and  Export  Trade  in  Merchandise. 

The  total  import  trade  in  m.erchandise  for  the  year  1913  amounted 
to  $54,5o3,lGl,  which  was  at  least  as  good  a  business  year  as  any  pre- 
ceding year,  Avhile  for  the  year  1914  the  trade  fell  off  to  the  total 
amount  of  $44,054,077,  and  it  can  be  safely  asserted  that  this  de- 
crease of  $10,000,000  occurred  from  the  1st  of  August  to  December 
31 — the  last  five  months  of  the  year.  The  export  trade  for  the  year 
1913  in  merchandise  amounted  to  $22,069,275,  while  for  the  year  1914 
the  total  exports  of  merchandise  amounted  to  $14,756,242. 
Value  of  Imports  and  Exports  by  Countries. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  imports  and  exports  into 
and  from  Durban  by  countries  of  origin  and  destination  durino-  the 
3-ears  1913  and  1914: 


Countries. 


Argentina 

Austria-Hungary  . 
Britisli  Empire  . .. 

Belgium 

Brazil 


Chile 

China 

Central  America 

Cuba 

Denmark 

Franco  and  possessions 

Germany  and  possessions 

Greece 

Italy 

3 apan 

Netherlands  and  possessions. . . 

Norway 

Fortugal  and  possessions 

Russia 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

Turkish  Empire 

United  States  and  Philippines, 
other  countries 


Total  of  merchandise 

Shipped  as  stores 

Specie 


Grand  total. 


Imports  from. 


1913 


?309,  790 


37, 572, 724 
928, 927 
406,110 
558, 411 


71,625 


933, SOO 
4,071,669 


436,642 

292, 915 

1,100,987 

431,766 


1,330,788 


4, 880, 954 
1,205,947 


54, 533, 161 

4, 80S,  881 

286, 429 


59,628,471 


$57, 
148, 
31, 826, 
545, 
360, 
605, 

87, 

75, 

28, 

268, 

672, 

2, 456, 

40, 
468, 
208, 
930, 
227, 

"2, 
152, 

52, 
921, 
184, 

27, 
4, 130, 

42, 


Exports  to. 


1913 


517,167,.  761 
1,244,033 


184, 347 
2,  £06, 259 


114,105 


6,711 


237, 237 


1914 


?7,  743 

11,663,958 

596,833 


5 

72,098 

2, 043, 974 


3,445 

521 

81,524 


60,783 
9,617 


150,346 
58, 496 


44,654,677 

7,071,228 

184,201 


22, 069, 275 


197, 225 
18,214 


14,756,242 
4,058,456 


51,010,196  1S,S14,698 


Articles  Imported  into  Durban  from  All  Countries. 

Values  of  the  various  articles  of  merchandise  which  were  imported 
into  Durban  from  all  countries  during  the  year  1914,  compared  with 
1913,  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1913 

1911 

Articles. 

1913 

1914 

Aerated  water 

J23,30S 
383,670 

58. 836 

?,  528,348 

556,105 

43, 11^6 

S1O.220 

228,696 

77,387 

1,913.403 

; 02, 656 

27,598 

Bags  (excepting  paper)  .. 
Baking  jiowder          

SI,  145,331 

65,033 
4S, 246 
34,820 

336, 7S0 

Jl,  165, 863 
£9,177 
26,011 
41  448 

Animals,  living 

Antifriction  grease 

Apparel 

Basket  ware  and  rattans  .. 

Arras  and  ainniimition  ... 
Assay  apparatus 

Blasting  compounds,  in- 
cluding dynamite 

278,153 

feEITISH   SOUTH  AFEICA DUEBAN. 
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Articles. 


Brass  and  manufactures . . 
Breadstuffs: 

Biscuits 

Corn,  KTain,  flour,  and 
meal 

Cakes 

Farinaceous  prepara- 
tions   

Brushvvare 

Candles ^ 

Canvas  and  duck 

C«ment 

Clocks  and  watches 

Cocoa,  chocolate,  etc 

Coffee 

Confectionery 

Copper  and  manufactures. 

Cordage  and  rope 

Corks  and  bungs 

Cotton  manufactures: 

Blankets,  rugs, 
shawls,  sheetings, 
etc 

Hosiery  and  under- 
clothing   , 

Piece  goods 

Other 

Drugs,  chemicals,  etc 

Earthenware  and  china- 
ware  , 

Eggs 

Electrical  mat  erial 

Enameled  ware 

Extracts  and  essences 

Felt , 

Fish 

Fruits  and  nuts: 

Fruit,  fresh 

Fruit,  dried,  includ- 
ing nuts 

Fruit  juices 

Glass  and  glassware 

Glycerine 

Haberdashery  and  milli- 
nery   

Hats  and  caps 

Hops 

Hose,  conveying 

Instruments  all  kinds 

Iron  and  steel  manufae- 
tures(except  machinery): 

Hardware  and  cutlery. 

Implements,  agricul- 
tural   

Iron  and  steel 

Machinery 

Jewelry 

Jut*  and  hessian 

Lamps  and  lamp  ware 

Lead 

Leather,  and  manufac- 
tures of: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Other 

Unmanufactured 

Linen  and  manufactures. . 
Manures  and  fertilizers  ... 

Nitrates 

Oilman's  stores 

Oils 

Paints  and  colors 

Paper: 

Hanging  (wall) 

Printing 


S65, 38G 

78,648 

2,394,464 
15,471 

170,985 

SS, 225 

4,857 

69,265 

197, 745 
55,731 
SS,  565 

593, 095 

493.  492 
46, 937 
92, 663 
52,  777 


102, 203 

756,901 
2, 032, 469 

268, 480 
1,110,735 

332, 052 

55,058 

1,2,81,419 

124,641 
73,401 
59, 780 

464,230 

70, 433 

212, 350 

28, 756 

459, 889 

1,289,087 

1,307,1.57 
254,362 
65, 858 
197,239 
347, 999 


3, 224, 991 
733, 372 

2, 256, 201 
5,171,745 
15,169 
57,123 
89, 870 
65, 415 


1,137,681 
436, 058 


S3, 942 
591, 436 
575, 026 
313, 704 
1,312,524 
362,233 


1914 


$52, 792 

SO,  399 

1,826,028 
14,147 

160,006 
68. 355 
2,555 
48.S99 

142,043 
38,840 
75,270 

503, 892 

382, 122 
31,365 
68.520 
44, 275 


£05,014 

670, 185 
1,675,380 

235, 758 
1,345,237 

218.505 
47,633 
1,032,963 
88,814 
73,275 
32,912 

377,241 

37,375 

156,638 

25, 340 

304, 716 

1, 205, 758 

1,046,472 
176,824 
69,713 
109, 219 
178,917 


2, 456, 088 
844, 985 

1,638,794 
4, 577, 201 
18, 283 
51,351 
eo,  169 
76, 555 


973,689 
161,962 
163, 0S6 
57, 761 
49S,  169 
633, 935 
285,0.50 
1,248,783 
■279,697 

33,949 
297, 260 


Articles. 


Paper— Continued. 

AVrapping 

Bags 

Perfumery  and  perfmned 

spirits 

Phonographs,  bioscopes, 

etc 

Photographic  material 

Pickles  and  sauces 

Plate,  silver,  and  plated 

ware 

Printers'  and  bookbind- 
ers' materials 

Provisions  and  dairy 
products: 

Butter  and  substi- 
tutes   

Cheese 

Milk ,  condensed 

Meat  products: 

Fresh  or  frozen 

Lard  and  substitutes. 

Preserved  meat 

Tallow  and  grease 

Railway  material 

Rice 

Rubber  goods 

Seeds  

Sheep  dip 

Salt: 

Common  table 

Rock 

Silk  manufactures 

Soap 

Spices  and  turmeric 

Spirits,  wines,  and  malt 
liquors: 

Ale,  beer,  and  stout .. 

Spirits,  potable 

Wines 

Sporting  goods 

Stationery  and  books 

Stones,  including  marble . 
Sugar  and  sugar  products. 
Sulphur  and  flower.';  of . . . 
Surgical  and  dental  appli- 
ances  

Tea 

Tents  and  tarpaulins 

Tin  and  tinware 

Tobacco    and     manufac- 

tur?s 

Tobacconists'  wares 

Toys  and  fancy  goods 

Tramway  material 

Vegetables 

Vehicles,  including  motor 

cars 

Vinegar 

Wax,  paraflin  and  stearin. 
Wood  and  timber: 

Furniture  and  cabi- 
netware 

Manufaci  ured 

Unmanufactured 

Woolen  manufactures 

Works  of  art 

AH  other  articles 


Total  merchandise . 

Government  stcres 

Specie 


Grand  total . 


1913 


S486, 202 


37,487 
37, 934 
76,998 

179, 506 

64, 846 


630,046 
262,275 
426,627 

464,. 522 
89,291 
644, 193 

402.537 

264,592 

,151,920 

49,288 

82,716 

136,553 


35, 822 
184,207 
171.276 

52, 704 


41,721 
660, 102 
125,059 

93,451 
869, 235 

57  960 
257,618 
140,652 

68.079 
477,024 
72, 156 
87, 053 

253, 734 
71,936 
160, 989 
115,054 
166, 580 

1,539,386 

""722'3i5' 


978, 838 
866,266 

1,1.58,285 

978,726 

40.582 

1,205,808 


54.533.143 

4,S0.S.881 

280, 428 


59, 628, 452 


1914 


S92, 225 
39, 545 

126,733 

20,892 
21.087 
78, 219 

137, 561 

63,897 


5.37,203 
240, 877 
420, 563 

48, 120 

59,370 

542.464 

302,351 

233,689 

1,005,365 

43, 156 

64,856 

49,906 

34,202 

2,282 

124, 933 

138,481 

43,020 


32, 153 
622, 401 

70,881 

88,614 
716,514 

45,594 
137,639 

68,696 

55,580 
459, 154 
41,229 
84,317 

159,237 
53, 716 
112,114 
121,015 
66,992 

1,324,979 
23,369 
320,425 


657, 123 
561,740 
680, 673 
669,  767 
28,347 
1,139,619 


44,654,677 

7,071,229 

184, 231 


51,910,137 


I 


In  point  of  actual  falling  off  for  the  year  1914,  in  imports,  over 
1913,  the  British  Empire  is  the  greatest  sufferer,  as  its  imports  for 
1913  amounted  to  $37,572,724,  while  for  1914  the  amount  was 
$31,826,535,  a  falling  off  of  $5,646,189.  Germany  was  the  next 
largest  sufferer,  with  a  falling  off  in  imports  of  $1,615,649. 
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Small  Decrease  in  Imports  from  United  States. 

The  import  trade  Avith  the  United  States  for  the  year  1913  was 
$4,880,954  and  for  1914  $4,130,640,  a  rather  small  decrease  consider- 
ing everj'thing,  while  in  the  exports  from  this  port  to  the  United 
States  there  Avas  an  increase  last  year  over  the  ^^ar  1913  of  $4G.S79, 
find  this  is  accounted  for  by  the  increase  of  the  exports  of  wool  to 
the  United  States  durin<>-  the  last  three  months  of  the  year. 
Imports  Generally  Are  Finished  Manufactured  Articles. 

The  total  exports  of  merchandise  from  Durban  amount  to  much 
less  than  one-half  of  the  value  of  the  imports  for  the  yenv  1914,  and 
this  has  been  the  state  of  affairs  for  many  years  past,  or,  to  put  it 
in  another  aspect,  the  imports  generally  are  finished  manufactured 
articles,  which  have  been  brought  to  this  country  for  actual  use 
Avithout  further  Avork  being  done  on  them.  Avhile  in  the  list  of  ex- 
ports, Avith  hardly  a  single  exception,  each  article  is  raw,  or  unmanu- 
factured, and  the  exceptions  are  the  exportation  of  previously  im- 
ported manufactured  articles. 
Growth  of  Wool  Shipments  to  America. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  developments  occasioned  by  the  war 
has  been  the  unprecedented  groAvth  of  South  Africa's  avooI  trade 
with  America.  Heretofore  there  haA^e  been  occasional  shipments  of 
wool  to  the  United  States,  but  oAving  to  the  shortness  of  the  fleece, 
there  has  hitherto  been  but  a  poor  market  in  America.  With  the  un- 
l^recedented  demand  from  Europe  for  Avoolen  fabrics  of  all  kinds, 
and  Avith  the  recent  improvements  in  Aveaving  machinery,  a  market 
has  develo])ed  that  has  proved  a  tremendous  help  to  the  people  of 
South  Africa, 

During  the  closing  months  of  last  year,  the  British  Government 
prohibited  the  shipment  of  wool  from  South  Africa  to  any  but 
British  ports,  which  caused  an  almost  complete  stagnation  in  the 
wool  business  in  this  country;  but  since  the  first  of  the  current  year, 
this  ban  has  been  removed,  and  lately,  Avith  the  advancing  prices 
paid  by  American  buyers  for  avooI,  and  the  procuring  of  vessels,  a 
stream  of  shipments  has  set  in  for  America  that  is  unprecedented. 
Exports  from  Durban  to  All  Countries. 

Articles  of  merchandise  exported  from  Durban  to  all  countries 
during  the  year  1914  compared  Avith  1913  arc  shoAvn  Avith  their 
values  in  the  folloAving  table : 


Articles 


1913 


Articlc3. 


Animals,  living 

Bark 

Candles 

Coal,   colie,   and    patent 

fuel 

Corn,    grain,    flour,    and 

meal 

Cotton,  raw 

Fodder  and  forage 

Fruit,  frcsli 

Glycerin 

Hair  angora 

Hides  and  skins 

Horns 

Oil,  whale 

Spirits,  iiolahlo 

Sugar  and  sugar  products. 


$21,47fi 

1,505,053 

5,314 

4,807,56(; 

^0, 590 


108,050 


178,772 

420, '133 

,411,370 

41.001 

357,004 

9, 978 

79,685 


$21,437 

1,393,701 

?,6G2 

4,520,237 

1,287,072 

5, 2S5 

ISO,  400 

30,902 

4;5.025 

212,778 

1,^;75,738 

23, 934 

205, OCO 

34, 538 

70,303 


Tin  ore 

Tobacco,  all  kinds 

Vehicles 

Whale  residue  (except  oil 

and  manures) 

Wool,  slieep's 

All  other  articles 


514,655 


39.124 

8,597,908 

267.755 


Total  merchandise  . . . 

Gold,  raw,  and  gold  slag. . 

Spe':"ie 

Duty  paid  on  articles 
tlirou;,'h  po.-;l  and  iin- 
l)orted  goods  reex- 
Ijorled  


Grand  total 


18,9,80,055 

C,0S0.32J 

134,529 


1,047,983 
20,257,896 


S450, 545 
3,986 
12, 492 

40,149 

S,940.S97 

205, 783 


10,020,007 

2,188,030 

305,590 


937, 47} 
20,058,700 
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Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  follov,  iiig  tabic  shows  the  value  of  exports  from  Durban  to 
the  Uuitcd  States  in  1913  and  1914,  according  to  invoices  certilied 
at  the  American  consulate : 


Articles. 


Calabasli  rpots  for  pipes 

Canceled  stamps 

Cinemaiograpb  fibn  and  photographic  negatives. 

Ethnological  collections 

Grease  wool 

Hides 

Skins: 

Sheep 

G  oat 

Wattle  barJ£ 


Quantitj-.      Value 


Pounds. 


113,7-15 
108,030 


100, 710 
46,913 


S71 
243 


487 
IS, 405 
2S,  56S 

11,628 


59,402 


1914 


Quantity.      Vahie 


Pounds 


789,326 
152,447 

23,ior. 

85,300 
45,430 


S659 

973 

128,173 

47,644 

2,750 

18, 522 

492 


Labor  Troubles  in  the  Coal  Industry. 

One  of  the  leading  industries  of  Natal  is  that  of  coal  mining,  and, 
as  in  all  other  enterprises,  this  showed  a  slight  decrease  in  the  outj)ut 
for  1914  over  the  preceding  year.  The  decrease  was  not  due  alto- 
gether to  the  Avar,  although  that  was  the  greater  reason.  Labor 
trouble  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1914  caused  an  almost  entire 
cessation  of  railway  traffic  for  about  a  month  and  interfered  with 
the  running  of  the  mines. 

There  arc  21  coal-mining  companies  in  tliis  district  with  a  total 
outj3ut  last  year  of  2,316,GG5  tons,  a  decrease  from  the  year  1913  of 
281,743  tons,  as  the  output  for  that  year  was  2,608,408  tons.  This 
output  for  1913  was  the  largest  ever  experienced,  while  the  yield  of 
1914  shows  a  drop  from  the  preceding  two  years.  The  output  of 
the  local  mines  in  1910  was  2,296,087  tons ;  for  1911  it  was  2,394.338 
tons,  and  for  1912  it  was  2,472,085  tons. 

A  considerable  quantity  of  this  coal  is  used  in  the  district,  but  the 
greater  portion  is  sold  for  export  and  for  bunker  coal,  the  latter 
being  the  largest  iuvdustry.  The  bunker  coal  taken  on  vessels  for 
fuel  last  year  amounted  to  948,000  tons,  a  falling  oif  of  06,000  tons 
from  the  year  before,  which  amounted  to  1,014,000  tons,  a  compara- 
tively small  decrease.  But  in  coal  exported  the  falling  off  was  much 
greater,  42  per  cent,  as  the  coal  exported  last  year  was  only  355,000 
tons,  y^'hile  for  the  year  1913  it  was  015,000  tons. 

Year's  Harvest  Abiindant — Maize  Leading  Crop. 

An  abundant  harvest  has  been  reported  throughout  the  cultivated 
areas  of  South  Africa.  From  every  part  of  the  Union  during  the 
season  reports  were  frequently  coming  in  of  the  bountiful  rainfalls, 
and  even  in  the  normally  droughty  areas  the  rainfall  was  a  large 
one.  In  German  Southwest  Africa  the  rainfall  was  unprecedented. 
As  a  consequence  of  these  general  and  widespread  rains,  reports 
were  received  from  all  directions  regarding  the  excellence  of  the 
crops,  and  the  whole  land  was  so  moistened  that  there  was  little 
danger  of  the  winter  drought  that  so  frequently  overtakes  the 
country. 
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Maize  is  the  leading  cultivated  crop  of  this  country,  and  the 
average  crop  during  recent  years  has  been  G.OOO.OOO  bags,  of  200 
pounds  to  the  bag,  but  there  are  two  factors  this  year  that  make  it 
probable  that  the  experts  will  easily  show  an  increase  over  the 
average  of  25  per  cent,  as  the  crop  is  estimated  at  8,000,000  bags, 
or  28,928,928  bushels.  These  two  factors  are  sufficiency  of  moisture 
during  the  present  season  and  the  realization  by  the  growers  of  the 
fact  that  big  prices  would  be  obtainable  in  the  European  markets 
as  a  result  of  the  war;  hence  a  larger  crop  was  planted,  and  of  this 
quantity,  unless  the  freight  rates  grow  prohibitive,  fully  4,000,000 
or  even  5,000,000  bags  will  be  available  for  export. 
Vessels  Entering  and  Leaving  Port. 

During  1914  there  were  1,255  vessels  that  entered  this  port,  with  a 
total  coastwise  tonnage  of  1,110,115,  and  a  total  over-sea  tonnage  of 
2,634,550,  compared  with  1,348  vessels  in  1913,  representing  1,310,089 
tons  coastwise  and  2,092,935  tons  over-sea.  Cargo  landed  in  1914 
was  19,G1G  coastwise  and  099,850  over-sea,  compared  with  22.9{)8 
coastwise  and  890,102  over-sea  in  1913. 

Clearances  were  practically  equal  to  the  number  entered,  and  cargo 
shipped  amounted  in  1914  to  286,783  tons  coastwise  and  1,620,202 
over-sea,  compared  with  393,600  coastwise  and  1,752,531  over-sea  in 
1913. 

PORT  ELIZABETH. 

By  C'onsnl  Ernest  A.  Wiikelield. 

The  latter  part  of  1913  was  not  particularly  favorable  throughout 
this  consular  district  from  a  commercial  standpoint.  This  was  par- 
tially caused  by  the  drought  in  certain  parts  of  Cape  Province 
and  contiguous  portions  of  Orange  Kiver  Colony,  but  more  espe- 
cially by  continued  low  prices  of  ostrich  feathers  and  a  rather  in- 
different demand  for  wool,  mohair,  hides,  and  skins.  Just  at  the 
end  of  the  year  a  somewhat  more  optimistic  feeling  prevailed,  caused 
by  a  good  rainfall  in  most  of  the  drought-stricken  country.  This 
optimism  was  short  lived,  as  the  rains  were  rather  late  to  be  service- 
able, and  ostrich  feathers,  the  product  upon  which  so  many  farmers 
in  this  district  have  depended  for  years,  continued  to  decline  in  price. 
Stock  Raising  More  Important  Than  Other  Branches. 

While  this  has  always  been  considered  and  spoken  of  as  an  agri- 
cultural district,  it  has  been  in  reality  a  stock-raising  district.  Farm- 
ers have  gi^'en  much  more  attention  to  stock  than  to  crops,  partlj' 
because  of  uncertain  rainfall  and  unfertile  soil,  but  more  particularly 
because  stock  raising  requires  less  labor  and  supervision. 

Such  a  district  naturally  depends  very  largely,  from  a  commercial 
standpoint,  upon  the  markets  for  stoclc  and  stock  products.  As  a 
direct  and  natural  result  of  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  these 
markets,  the  vohnne  of  general  trade  early  in  1914,  both  import  and 
ex])ort,  was  considerably  below  normal. 

During  May,  June,  and  July  conditions  failed  to  improve,  and 
trade  was  already  noticeably  quiet,  when  tlie  outbreak  of  war  totally 
dislocated,  for  a  time  at  least,  all  lines  of  business. 
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Steamship  Service  Improved  Near  Close  of  Year. 

Anno^dng  delays  were  experienced  in  shipping,  and  in  some  in- 
stances merchandise  in  tran;^it  at  the  outbreak  of  v,ar  has  not  yet 
arriA'ed.  Duplicate  and  additional  orders  vrere  presently  forwarded, 
particularly  for  foodstuils.  Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  ships  and  the 
ubnoimal  demand,  they  were  not  quicivly  obtainable,  but  near  the 
close  of  the  year  steamship  connections  slightly  improved.  Regular 
sailings  existing  before  the  w^ar  have  not  yet  been  fully  established, 
but  the  service  has  been  very  creditable,  taking  into  consideration 
prevailing  conditions. 

The  ostrich,  formerly  the  most  pampered  domesticated  bird  in  the 
world,  ha.s  come  to  be  despised  and  neglected.  Thousands  have  been 
dying  from  lack  of  food  and  proper  attention,  and  breeding  practi- 
cally ceased.  This  will  probably  lead  eventually  to  a  vast  improve- 
ment in  feather  prices.  It  has  been  freely  stated  that  present  market 
values  do  not  pay  for  keep  and  care  of  tlie  birds.  Two  years  ago, 
fancy  cock  ostriches  were  valued  up  to  $10,000.  To-day  there  is  no 
sale  for  birds  of  any  description. 

Sales  of  Wool  for  United  States  Increase. 

For  two  months  or  more  after  the  Avar  began,  the  local  wool  and 
mohair  market  was  very  quiet,  with  corresponding  low  prices.  In 
November  increasing  sales  of  wool  for  America  caused  prices  to  ad- 
vance. 

X^ncertainty  as  to  permits  for  shipments  for  America  via  Great 
Britain  being  granted  by  British  authorities  seriously  hampered  this 
trade  for  a  time.  Eventually  most  of  these  shipments  were  per- 
mitted to  go  forward,  after  certain  conditions  were  complied  with. 

The  market  for  hides  and  skins  was  variable  during  the  earlier 
part  of  the  year,  with  an  indifferent  demand  from  England  and 
America,  and  stocks  on  hand  were  fairly  heavy.  The  excessive  de- 
mands caused  by  war  requirements  quickly  changed  these  conditions. 
Prices  improved  immediately  and  the  market  was  firm  up  to  the  close 
of  the  year,  more  especially  for  hides  and  sheepskins. 

While  the  Kimberlcy  mines  are  not  in  this  district,  considerable 
quantities  of  merchandise  for  Kimberley  have  been  imported  via 
Port  Elizabeth  and  East  London.  Part  of  these  imports  are  direct 
and  part  through  importing  houses  at  the  coast.  Owing  to  the  clos- 
ing of  the  De  Beers  mines,  much  of  this  trade  ceased  for  the  time. 
Consequently,  local  importing  houses  suffered  the  temporary  loss  of 
an  important  volume  of  business. 
Drought  Experienced  in  Coastal  Section. 

In  the  coastal  section  of  this  consular  district  very  little  rain  fell 
in  the  months  follow^ing  August.  The  mealie  (maize)  crop,  of  which 
great  things  were  expected  earlier  in  the  year,  was  a  total  failure 
throughout  these  sections.  Cattle  and  sheep  were  dying  by  hundreds 
for  lack  of  food  and  water.  In  some  places  water  was  brought  in 
by  rail  for  household  use.  During  the  earlier  months  of  1915  the 
rainfall  was  very  light  in  this  vicinity.  Should  this  continue  an- 
other two  or  three  months,  it  would  mean  disaster  to  tv/o-thirds  of  the 
farmers  in  the  drought  district. 
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United  States  Demand  Gives  Impetus  to  Sheep  Raising. 

Sheep  raising  has  received  an  impetus  recently  which  should  go  far 
toward  improving  stock  and  methods  of  handling  the  clip.  This  was 
primarily  caused  by  the  slump  in  ostrich  feathers,  but  has  been  ably 
seconded  by  the  sudden  demand  from  America  for  South  African 
■wools.  For  similar  reasons,  but  to  a  lesser  extent,  Angora  goats  have 
received  more  attention  recently. 

('attle  are  favored  in  districts  which  are  less  infested  with  ticks 
and  free  from  anthrax,  East  Coast  fever,  drought,  etc.  Taken  as 
a  Avhole,  cattle  raising  has  not  been  conspicuously  successful  in  this 
district  in  the  last  few  j'cars. 

Tarmers  May  Turn  More  to  Crop  Production. 

It  is  possible  that  recent  misfortunes  and  disappointments  with 
stock  may  induce  farmers  to  attempt  crop  production  on  a  much  more 
extensive  scale.  Land  is  readily  obtainable,  but  v.ater  is  considered 
quite  another  question.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  water  is  usually  readily 
obtained  from  artesian  wells  in  most  sections. 

Practically  all  crops  grown  in  temperate  and  subtropical  climates 
may  be  produced  here.  South  Africa  will  never  occupy  the  position 
in  the  world  for  which  she  is  destined  until  capable  of  supplying  her 
own  food  requirements. 

Manufacturing  Industries  of  District. 

As  previously  stated  on  various  occasions,  this  is  not  a  manufactur- 
ing district.  There  are  boot  and  shoe  factories,  furniture  factories, 
biscuit  and  sweet  factories,  flour  mills,  breweries,  foundries,  and  car- 
riage makers  in  this  district,  but  none  of  great  importance. 

There  are  several  boot  and  shoe  plants  in  Port  Elizabeth,  princi- 
pally engaged  in  manufacturing  a  medium  or  low^  grade  shoe  for 
local  wear.  Seven  factories  of  consequence  are  turning  out  from 
10,000  to  12,000  pairs,  valued  at  $1.45  to  $1.70  per  pair,  manufactur- 
ers' price.  One  firm  turns  out  a  fair  shoe  in  both  calf  and  glace.  The 
British  United  Shoe  Machinery  Co.  has  an  office  and  storeroom  in 
Port  Elizabeth. 

One  tannery  handles  1,200  to  1,500  hides  per  week,  principally  in 
the  manufacture  of  sole  leather  and  kip.     This  concern  tans  a  few 
skins,  both  sheep  and  goat.    Another  handles  about  50  dozen  goat- 
skins per  week  in  the  manufacture  of  glace  kid. 
Biscuit  Manufactures — Flour  Mills — Furniture  Plants. 

One  firm  in  Port  Elizabeth  does  a  comparatively  large  business  for 
this  country  in  biscuit  manufacture.  As  forenoon  and  afternoon  tea 
is  an  established  feature  here,  and  biscuits  or  cakes  are  usually  served, 
the  i^roducts  are  generally  and  extensively  used. 

Flour  mills  are  comparatively  numerous  tliroughout  the  district, 
but  are  nearly  all  small  mills,  as  the  term  is  understood  in  America. 
There  are  five  in  Port  Elizabeth,  the  largest  of  which  manufactures 
about  370  barrels,  of  19G  jwunds  each,  per  day  of  10  hours.  This  is 
more  than  the  combined  output  of  the  other  mills. 

Furniture  factories  are  of  the  same  relative  importance  to  the  gen- 
eral trade  as  the  boot  and  shoe  factories.  There  are  three  in  Port 
Elizabeth,  but  since  the  war  began  business  has  been  very  dull.  The 
employees  are  working  half  time  or  less. 
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Other  lines  of  Mannfacttire. 

There  are  two  breweries  in  Port  Elizabeth  and  one  in  Qiieens- 
toYv'n,  all  of  moderate  size  and  apparently  doing  a  good  business. 

Only  two  foundries  are  of  any  importance,  and  they  are  run  in 
connection  with  machine  shops,  engineering  works,  etc. 

Carriage  making  was  at  one  time  an  important  industry  in  the 
district,  and  the  heavy  trek  wagons  are  still  made  to  an  appreciable 
extent. 

The  advent  of  the  motor  car  has  seriously  affected  the  sale  of  that 
old  South  African  stand-by,  the  cape  cart,  and  from  present  irdica- 
tions  trade  in  these  vehicles  will  continue  to  decline.     This  also 
applies  to  other  locally  made  vehicles  used  only  as  conveyances. 
Increasing  Market  for  American  Products. 

Numerous  changes  occasioned  by  the  war  have  already  taken  place. 
Others  are  now  pending,  and  it  is  impossible  to  defijiitely  foresee  the 
outcome.  Manufactures  from  belligerent  countries  are  out  of  the 
market,  England  and  France  are  not  only  unable  to  completely  sup- 
ply this  deficit,  but  in  various  instances  are  experiencing  difficulties 
in  furnishing  products  sold  here  previous  to  the  war.  Tlie  propor- 
tion of  American  products  coming  forAvard  is  now  certainly  greater 
than  under  normal  conditions. 

The  safety  of  the  New  York  route  is  undoubtedly  something  of  a 
factor,  but  the  ability  of  American  manufacturers  to  supply  this 
market  is  the  real  feature.  While  the  tpportunity  is  favorable,  this 
market  should  be  studied  carefully.  The  customs  and  requirements 
of  the  country,  with  its  varied  population,  the  different  national  char- 
acteristics, and  the  existing  trade  competition  and  its  influences  are 
all  worthy  of  consideration  in  connection  v\'ith  future  trade  in  South 
Africa. 
Most  Maniial  labor  Performed  by  Natives. 

Most  manual  labor,  including  domestic,  is  performed  by  natives 
or  colored  persons.  ISIechanics  are  usually  white,  but  they  have  one 
or  more  colored  helpers.  Work  on  the  farm,  in  the  produce  ware- 
houses, and  in  loading  and  unloading  steamers  is  all  performed  by 
colored  workmen.  White  workmen  are  not  plentiful,  and  there  is 
practically  no  immigration.  AVhite  workmen  get  from  $2.50  to  $3.50 
and  colored  laborers  75  cents  per  day  of  10  hours. 
Declared  Exports,  Port  Elisabeth  and  East  London. 

For  comparative  purposes,  the  declared  exports  from  Port  Eliza- 
beth and  East  London  to  America  are  furnished  for  the  calendar 
years  1013  and  1914. 

Exports  of  hides  to  America  in  1914  were  less  than  half  those  of  the 
preceding  year.  Very  little  mohair  was  exported  to  America  in  1913, 
while  in  1914  there  Avere  185,000  pounds  shipped,  invoiced  at  $32,500. 
Ostrich-feather  sliipments  declined  nearly  one-half  in  Aveight  and 
more  than  one-half  in  value. 

Wool  purchases  for  America  have  been  gradually  increasing  for 
two  years,  and  more  frequent  inquiries  Avere  receiA^ed  from  prospec- 
tive American  buyers.  Since  November,  excepting  periods  Avhen 
wool  shipments  to  the  United  States  Avere  prohibited,  the  bulk  of 
South  African  avooIs  sold  have  been  purchased  by  United  States. 
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The  following  are  lists  of  articles,  and  their  values,  exported  from 
Port  Elizabeth  and  East  London  to  the  United  States  during  1913 
and  1914,  as  invoiced  at  the  American  consulate : 


Articles. 

1913 

1914 

Articles. 

1913 

1914 

PORT  ELIZABETU. 

Asbef?tos 

S13<) 

5,178 

CG,  557 

609 

2,050,360 

55,947 
138,549 

1    37,861 

EAST  LONDON. 

Agricultural  implements 

Goatskins     

$121 
17,533 

175, 493 

$161 

Calabash  bowls 

8^,846 

30, 058 

32,590 

937,554 

19,535 
76,681 

/      85, 781 
\    395,124 

16,150 

Hides 

Hides: 

Dry 

Mohair 

42, S94 

Ostrich  leathers 

1.025 

Skins: 

Sheepskins 

5,70G 
15,917 

(ioat 

Wool. 

29, 11(> 

Total 

Wool: 

214,770 

89,340 

Scoured 

Grease 

Total 

2, 355, 197 

1. 586, 169 

Farmers  raising  alfalfa  and  forage  for  ostriches  and  stock  found 
themselves  able  to  sell  these  products  to  the  Government  at  good 
prices.     This  was  much  more  profitable  than  when  used  for  stock 
under  present  conditions. 
Curtailment  of  Railway  Service. 

Railway,  post,  telegraph,  and  telephone  services  are  owned  and 
operated  b}'^  the  Government.  One  direct  result  of  the  war  has  been 
seen  in  the  curtailment  of  railway  train  service  in  connection  with 
both  passengers  and  freight. 

Covering  large  areas  of  sparsely  populated  countiy,  passenger  and 
freight  rates  have  always  been  decidedly  higher  than  in  the  ITnited 
States.  It  is  estimated  that  the  train  service  has  been  curtailed  about 
25  per  cent  in  comparison  with  pre-war  schedules.  This  naturally 
applies  also  to  inland  mails.  The  over-sea  service  has  been  fairly 
well  maintained  under  the  circumstances. 

Telegraph  lines  and  services  in  the  district  are  operating  as  usual. 
For  some  time  after  the  war  began  no  code  was  accepted.  Most 
standard  codes  are  now  accepted,  but  the  code  used  must  be  specified. 
Deferred  cables,  at  one-half  the  usual  rate,  are  very  popular  and 
much  used  by  business  men. 

The  telephone  service  is  being  slowly  but  steadily  extended 
throughout  the  district.    Swedish  instruments  are  used. 
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